From the magic of La Rochelleto the enchantment of the Poitevin Marsh
Circuit N°29

of the Niortais bocage and the Poitevin marsh.

<i>Thetravel book recommend the number of minimum days which can be devoted to the itinerary.</i>

From the top of the ramparts de La Rochelle have a glance at the distance, then thisitinerary will lead you into the twists of the verdant enchantment
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To ride a bike on the lle de Ré, to sail on a boat in the Poitevin Marsh, to enjoy a week-end in la Rochellg, to visit le futuroscope or to discover an impressive
historical heritage (more than 1000 Roman churches, forts, castles, prehistorical sites) the Region Poitou-Charentes offers a real mosaic of settings favourable to the

relaxation.

What to discover : Angouléme and its magnificient Roman church, St Pierre cathedral, the museum of Cognac, the city of Jarnac, the Roman Abbey of Bassac, la
Rachelle old port, the forest of Palmyre, the whale lighthouse, I'ile de Ré, Ille d'Aix, | |IedOIeron the Poitevin Marsh on foot, by bike or by boat, the House of the
Wet Marshesin Coulon, the Medieval city of Partenay, Niort and its twin Roman donjon, Poitiersrich heritage and naturally the Futuroscope Park.

Wines : wines fromThouarsais, wines from haut Poitou, whites from I'lle de Ré.

Local Produce/Gastronomy : butter, seafood, oysters Marennes-Oléron, Bouchot mussels, snails (lumas, cagouilles),potatoes from I'lle de Ré, goat cheeses
(chabichou), cognac, Pineau, farci poitevin, broyé du Poitou, angélique de Niort.
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From the magic of La Rochelleto the enchantment of the Poitevin Marsh, Circuit N°29

-
3 Day 1:

In a city where the magic of the history of water and the sail boats merges with an exceptiona quality of life you will find the Hétel de la Monnaie, a peaceful
XVIIth century home in the vicinity of the port.

When leaving La Rochelle you will travel in the vicinity of the bridge-viaduct which links the island of Ré to the continent. A bicycle paradise, « the while island »,
with its spotless houses and blue shutters is particularly pleasant to visit at the end of spring.

You will travel aong the coastal road, the Aiguillon cove which harbours an ornithological reserve where the breeding of des mussels and oysters has been carried
out since the XVth century.

Through the circuit at the far end of the Poitevin marsh, the village of Esnandes is remarkable for its Roman church, the fortifications of which tower above the
fishermen’ lime-whitened traditional houses. A great number of canals sinking in the soils and which irrigate the marshes can be seen from the the Brault Bridge.

Traveling along the Vienne canal you will drive in the direction of Lugon. Notre-Dame cathedral and its fine spire of chiselled stone, was the see of the cathedral
town where Richelieu and Colbert followed each other.

Y ou will enter into the heart of Mareuil vineyard the fruit of the monks' Iabour from the Middle Ages.

Travelling along a scenic road you will drive along the superb water stretches of Marillet, before entering into the forest of la Chaize.
In the late afternoon you will reach Saint-Mars-des-Prés village, the end of the journey.

-
4 Day 1: Road book

Crossed places and towns N° of crossed roads KM Comments
LA ROCHELLE D106 0.0
LA PALLICE D106 0.0
L' HOUMEAU D106 0.0
MARSILLY D106 9.0
NANTILY D105 1.0
ESNANDES D105 0.0
CHARRON D 8.0
BASBIZET D10A 2.0
PUYRAVAULT D25 8.0
CHAMPAGNE-LES-MARAIS D25 0.0
LA CROIX D50 4.0
LUCON D50 9.0
LES MAGNILS-REIGNIERS D50 0.0
PEAULT D50 8.0
MAREUIL-SUR-LAY-DISSAIS D60 30
BELLENOUE D60 0.0
CHATEAU-GUIBERT D60 0.0
THORIGNY D60 9.0
FOUGERE D60 0.0
LA MENARDIERE D60 0.0
CROISEMENT D31 10.0
LES LOGES D31 0.0
SAINT-HILAIRE-LE-VOUHIS D31 0.0
CHANTONNAY D949B 14.0
SAINT-MARS-DES-PRES D949B 50

.
o Day 1: Thelodgings suggested by french-itinerary.com
.CHAILLE-LESMARAIS

Coté Marais (Chambres d'Hétes) - 38 rue du 11 novembre - 85450 CHAILLE-LES-MARAIS
Phone : 0251270766 - @ : contact@cote-marais.com
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.LA COUARDE-SUR-MER

LeVieux Gréement (Hotel) - 13 place Carnot - 17670 LA COUARDE-SUR-MER

Phone : 0546298218 - fax 0546295079 - @ : hotelvieuxgreement@wanadoo.fr

.LE BOIS-PLAGE-EN-RE

Les Bois Flottais (Hotel) - Chemein des Mouettes - 17580 LE BOIS-PLAGE-EN-RE

Phone : 0546092700 - fax 0546092800 - @ : contact@I| esboisflottais.com

LaMaison de Caroline (Hotel) - 633 rue de laClairiére
Phone : 0546093481

.MARANS

LaPorte Verte (Hétel) - 20 quai Foch - 17230 MARANS
Phone : 0546010945 - @ : |aporteverte@aol.com

.MOREILLES

Le Chéteau de I'Abbaye (Chambres d'Hbtes) - 85450 MOREILLES
Phone : 0251561756 - fax 0251563030 - @ : daniellerenard@hotmail.com

.SAINT-MARTIN-DE-RE

Hotel Toiras (Hotel) - 1 quai Job-Foran - 17410 SAINT-MARTIN-DE-RE
Phone : 0546354032 - fax 0546356439 - @ : contact@hotel-de-toiras.com

.LAROCHELLE

Hotel delaMonnaie (H6tel) - 3 rue delaMonnaie - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546506565 - fax 0546506319 - @ : info@hotel-monnaie.com

Hotel delaMonnaie (Hotel) - 3 rue delaMonnaie - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546506565 - fax 0546506319 - @ : info@hotel-monnaie.com

Hotel Champlain France-Angleterre (H6tel) - 30 rue Rambaud - 17000 LA ROCHELLE

Phone : 0546412399 - fax 0546411519 - @ : larochelle@hotel champlain.com

Résidence de France (H6tel) - 43 rue du Minage - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546280600 - fax 0546280603 - @ : info@hotel-larochelle.com

. ESNANDES

Oliviers et Coquillages (Chambres d'Hétes) - 11 rue Pierre Mandés France - 17137 ESNANDES

Phone : 0546004826 - @ : tamar.souid@wanadoo.fr
Closed : ouvert toute I'année

.CHARRON

L'Avocette (Chambres d'Hétes) - 23 rue des Groies I'Avocette - 17230 CHARRON

Phone : 0546016944 - @ : punti.avocette@planetis.com

.LUCON

L'Oranger (Hotel) - 55 route de la Roche - 85400 LUCON
Phone : 0251561132 - fax 0251569825 - @ : contact@oranger.fr

.CHANTONNAY
Manoir de Ponsay (Hétel) - Saint Mars des Prés
Phone : 0251469671 - fax 0251468007 - @ : manoir.de.ponsay @wanadoo.fr

Manoir de Pansay (Hotel) - St Mars des Prés - 85110 CHANTONNAY
Phone : 0251469671 - fax 0251468007 - @ : pansay @chateauxhotels.com

Le Moulin Neuf (Hotel) - 85110 CHANTONNAY
Phone : 0251943027 - fax 0251945776 - @ : le-moulin-neuf @wanadoo.fr

Manoir de Pansay (Hotel) - St Mars des Pres - 85110 CHANTONNAY
Phone : 0251469671 - fax 0251468007 - @ : pansay @chateauxhotels.com

il
A Day 1: Visits selected by french-itinerary.com
.LA ROCHELLE

Tour St Nicolas (Monument) - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546341181

Musée du Nouveau Monde - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546414650
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Hotel de Ville (Monument) - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546411468

Aquarium (Curiosité) - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546340000

.ESNANDES
Eglise (Eglise)
Phone : 0608668402

.MAREUIL SUR LAY

Ferme des Ardillers (Curiosité) - Ferme des Ardillers - 85320 MAREUIL SUR LAY
Phone : 0251972010 - fax 0251975800

B
il Day 1: The Notebook practises of french-itinerary.com

.LA TRANCHE-SUR-MER

Automobile club D. SEVRES (Automobile club) - 19 bis rue des Tamarins - 85360 LA TRANCHE-SUR-MER
Phone : 0251301621

.NIORT

Office de Tourisme - 16 rue du Petit St Jean
Place martin Basttard - 79008 NIORT
Phone : 0549241879 - fax 0549249890 - @ : info@niortourisme.com

Automobile club DEUX-SEVRES (Automobile club) - 79 avenue de La Rochelle - 79027 NIORT
Phone : 0549060707 - fax 0549242318 - @ : automobile-club.deux-sevres@l aposte.net

.LAROCHELLE

Office de Tourisme - Place de la Petite Sirene - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546411468 - fax 0546419985 - @ : tourisme.larochelle@wandoo.fr

Automobile club CHARENTE MARITIME (Automobile club) - 1 rue Gaspard Monge BP4 - 17053 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 05.46.44.98.00 - fax 05.46.44.89.04 - @ : auto.club17@wanadoo.fr

.LUCON

Office de Tourisme - square Edouard Herriot - 85402 LUCON
Phone : 0251563652 - fax 0251560356 - @ : tourisme.lugon@mageos.com

.MAREUIL-SUR-LAY

Office de Tourisme - 17 rue de Mareuil - 85320 MAREUIL-SUR-LAY
Phone : 0251973026 - fax 0251305332 - @ : info@mareuiltourisme.com

.CHANTONNAY

Office de Tourisme - Les Arcades - 85110 CHANTONNAY
Phone : 0251944651 - fax 0251469930 - @ : tourisme-chantonnay @wanadoo.fr
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From the magic of La Rochelleto the enchantment of the Poitevin Marsh, Circuit N°29

r
2 Day 2:

The Pansay manor at the heart of a 10 hectare park will provide the visitor with acastlelife.Y ou will discover the dishes served by the hosts by candlelight.
Through the Vendéen bocage ,prairies, groves and helmets follow one another up to Vouvant.

Vouvant is a red village of legend with its ramparts, its medieval side streets, its Roman church with the capitals adorned with fantastic scenes and its fairy
Mélusine' s castle. Thisimpression is reinforced when entering into the forest which line the town.

At the bottom of the woods, the village of Mervent which towers above the water behind the dam on the Vendée in a magnificent setting can be seen, perched on a
rocky spur.

Rabelais' town, the former capital of VVendée deserves the visit between the Poitevin marsh and the forest of Mervent. The streets lined with Renaissance homes and
the Terre-Neuve castle will send you in the epicurean’s century.

You will have afirst trip in the marsh to enjoy the strange atmosphere of the ruins of Maillezais abbey. It was built by the Bénédictins on an island washed by the
sea at the end of the Xth century. You will crossthe valleys of Egray and the Niortaise Sévre in order to reach Saint-Maixent-I’ Ecole.

In the vicinity of Echiré travel around and stop at the Coudray-Salbart castle. During your dinner do not forget you are staying in a cheese country and savour the
famous « chévre du Poitou ».

-
2] Day 2 : Road book

Crossed places and towns N° of crossed roads KM Comments
SAINT-MARS-DES-PRES D949B 0.0
CROISEMENT D 1.0
CROISEMENT D31 2.0
SAINT-PHILIBERT-DU-PONT-CHARRA D31 0.0
LA JAUDONNIERE D31 8.0
LA CAILLERE-SAINT-HILAIRE D19 8.0
THOUARSAIS-BOUILDROUX D31 3.0
SAINT-SULPICE-EN-PAREDS D31 0.0
VOUVANT D31 10.0
LE NAY D31 0.0
CROISEMENT D65 4.0
MERVENT D99 4.0
CROISEMENT RF 4.0
BARRAGE-DE-MERVENT RF 1.0
CROISEMENT D65 5.0
FONTENAY-LE-COMTE D23 5.0
PUY-SEC D23 0.0
MAILLEZAIS D68E 130
LIEZ D68E 0.0
BENET D25 13.0
RICHE BONNE D25 0.0
LESSON D25 0.0
VILLIERS-EN-PLAINE D107 8.0
SAINT-MAXIRE D107 0.0
ECHIRE D 11.0
CROISEMENT D142 5.0
CROISEMENT D7 1.0
BOIRAGON D 4.0
CERZEAU D8 2.0
CROISEMENT N11 0.0
SAINT-MAIXENT-L'ECOLE N11 8.0

r
2]
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Day 2 : Thelodgings suggested by french-itinerary.com

.CHAMPDENIERS-SAINT-DENIS

LaGrolerie (Chambres d'Hbtes) - La Grolerie - 79220 CHAMPDENIERS-SAINT-DENIS
Phone : 0549256611 - @ : corinne@Ia-grolerie.com

. GERMOND-ROUVRE

Chez Josette et Didier Blanchard (Chambres d'Hétes) - Lieu-dit Breilbon 40 Chemin de laMinée - 79220 GERMOND-ROUVRE
Phone : 0549040501 - @ : josette.didier@breilbon.com

.PISSOTTE

Le Chéteau de Poiron (Chambres d'Hétes) - 85200 PISSOTTE
Phone : 0251692027 - fax 0251693130 - @ : gite.du.poiron@wanadoo.fr

.VELLUIRE

Auberge de laRiviére (H6tel) - 85770 VELLUIRE
Phone : 0251523215 - fax 0251523742 - @ : auberge.del ariviere@wanadoo.fr
Closed : fron the end of january to the beginning of march

.CHANTONNAY

Manoir de Pansay (Hotel) - St Mars des Pres - 85110 CHANTONNAY
Phone : 0251469671 - fax 0251468007 - @ : pansay @chateauxhotels.com

.FONTENAY-LE-COMTE

LogisdelaClef de Bois (Chambres d'Hétes) - 5 rue du Département - 85200 FONTENAY-LE-COMTE
Phone : 0251690349 - @ : clef_de_bois@hotmail.com

Le Rabelais (Hotel) - 85200 FONTENAY-LE-COMTE
Phone : 0251698620 - fax 0251698045 - @ : hotel-lerabel ai s@wanadoo.fr

Le Fontarabie (Hotel) - 57 rue de la République - 85200 FONTENAY -LE-COMTE
Phone : 0251691724 - fax 0251510273 - @ : hotelfontarabie@wanadoo.fr
Closed : the ned of december

. SAINT-MAIXENT-L'ECOLE

LeLogis Saint Martin (H6tel) - Chemin de Pissot - 79400 SAINT-MAIXENT-L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055868 - fax 0549761993 - @ : contact@|ogis-saint-martin.com

-
2 Day 2: Visits selected by french-itinerary.com
.MERVENT

Musée des Amis de la Forét - 85000 MERVENT
Phone : 0251000087

.FONTENAY LE COMTE

Musée Vendéen - 85200 FONTENAY LE COMTE
Phone : 0251691775

Chéteau de Terre Neuve (Chéteau) - 85200 FONTENAY LE COMTE
Phone : 0251691775

.MAILLEZAIS

Abbaye (Eglise) - 85420 MAILLEZAIS
Phone : 0251007011

.ECHIRE
Chéteau (Chéates)
Phone : 0608668402

. SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE

Musée Militaire - 79400 SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055405

Abbatiale (Eglise) - 79400 SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055405

il
z
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Day 2 : The Notebook practises of french-itinerary.com
.VOUVANT

Office de Tourisme - 31 rue du Duc d'Acquitaine - 85120 VOUVANT
Phone : 0251008680 - fax 0251874792 - @ : office-tourisme-vouvant@wanadoo.fr

.FONTENAY LE COMTE

Office de Tourisme - Place de la Bascule - 85200 FONTENAY LE COMTE
Phone : 0251694499 - fax 0251500090 - @ : ot.paysdefontenay.le.comte@libertysurf.fr

.MAILLEZAIS

Office de Tourisme - rue du Dr Daraux - 85420 MAILLEZAIS
Phone : 0251872301 - fax 0251007251 - @ : office.tourisme@cc.usa.com

. SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE

Office de Tourisme - Port Chélant - 79400 SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055405 - fax 0549057625 - @ : otsi.hus@ot-valsevre.fr
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From the magic of La Rochelleto the enchantment of the Poitevin Marsh, Circuit N°29

a?
=l Day3:

Saint-Maixent is famous for its military School founded in 1881 and for its Roman monuments, above all the abbey church founded in the Vth century and restored in
the XVIIth century.

The screen of poplars edging the river sheltersle Logis Saint-Martin, a great stone house from the XVI1th century.

You will leave the upper Val de Sévre to visit aregion of Poitou marked by the Huguenots' presence. Like Sauvigné, the villages own two places of worship and
often church and temple face each other.

After having crossed the forest of I'Hermitain you will discover a mgjor place of the Poitevin Protestantism. Two temples transformed in exhibition centre recall the
history of this community, the time of clandestine life and the repression which followed the “ Révocation de I’ Edit de Nantes”.

In the distance the imposing church tower from the Augustins abbey of Celles-sur-Belles can be seen in the distance.
LaGaretteisatypical village, with itslow houses lining up along the street on one side and along the water on other side.

In Coulon you will experience the wet Marsh by boarding a boat for atrip through the maze of the green Venise.

Y ou will meet picturesque villages al along the itinerary: Le Vanneau, Argais, Damvix with aun port shrouded in the greenery.

You will leave the Nortaise Sévre to cross the canal of the Vieille Autise. In Maillé you will leave the wet Marsh after having seen the agueduct which permits the
Vix canal from the dried Marsh to cross the canal of the Jeune Autise from the wet Marsh.

Travelling along the Marans canal you will reach La Rochelle.

-
= Day 3: Road book

Crossed places and towns N° of crossed roads KM Comments
SAINT-MAIXENT-L'ECOLE D10 0.0
SAINT-MARTIN-DE-SAINT-MAIXENT D10 0.0
BEAUSSAIS D737 17.0
CROISEMENT D108 1.0
VITRE D103 3.0
CELLES-SUR-BELLE D108 3.0
PRAHECQ D740 10.0
AIFFRES D106 5.0
SAINT-SYMPHORIEN D174 7.0
FRONTENAY-ROHAN-ROHAN D102 4.0
SANSAIS D1 5.0
LA GARETTE D1 0.0
COULON D123 7.0
IRLEAU D123 0.0
LE VANEAU-IRLEAU D102 7.0
ARCAIS D102 0.0
DAMVIX D104 8.0
CROISEMENT D25 10
MAILLE D25 4.0
CROISEMENT D116 10
LA RONDE D116 50
TAUGON D109 2.0
CHOUPEAU D109 0.0
NUAILLE-D'AUNIS D109 12.0
VERINES D109 0.0
SAINT-COUX D110 5.0
SAINTE-SOULLE D203E 1.0
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LA ROCHELLE D203E 8.0

-
3 Day 3: Thelodgings suggested by french-itinerary.com
. SAINT-MAIXENT-L'ECOLE

LeLogis Saint Martin (H6tel) - Chemin de Pissot - 79400 SAINT-MAIXENT-L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055868 - fax 0549761993 - @ : contact@logis-saint-martin.com

.CELLES-SUR-BELLE

Hostellerie de I'Abbaye (Hotel) - 79370 CELLES-SUR-BELLE
Phone : 0549329332 - fax 0549797265 - @ : hostellerie.abbaye@wanadoo.fr
Closed : of mid-febuary to mid-march

.COULON

Le Central (Hotel) - 4 rue d'Autremont - 79510 COULON
Phone : 0549359020 - fax 0549358107 - @ : le-central-coulon@wanadoo.fr

.ARCAIS

Maison Flore (H6tel) - 79210 ARCAIS
Phone : 0549762711 - fax 0549080035 - @ : contact@maisonflore.com

.LAROCHELLE

Hotel delaMonnaie (Hotel) - 3 rue delaMonnaie - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546506565 - fax 0546506319 - @ : info@hotel-monnaie.com

]
= Day 3: Visits selected by french-itinerary.com
. SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE

Musée Militaire - 79400 SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055405

Abbatiale (Eglise) - 79400 SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055405

. BEAUSSAIS

Maison du Protestantisme Poitevin - Temple de Beaussais
Phone : 0549328316

.COULON

Maison des Marais Mouilles (Curiosité) - 79510 COULON
Phone : 0549358104

.LAROCHELLE
Tour St Nicolas (Monument) - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546341181

Musée du Nouveau Monde - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546414650

Hotel de Ville (Monument) - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546411468

Aquarium (Curiosité) - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546340000

-
e Day 3: The Notebook practises of french-itinerary.com
. SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE

Office de Tourisme - Port Chélant - 79400 SAINT MAIXENT L'ECOLE
Phone : 0549055405 - fax 0549057625 - @ : otsi.hus@ot-valsevre.fr

.CELLESSURBELLE

Office de tourisme - Les Halles - 79370 CELLES SUR BELLE
Phone : 0549329228 - fax 0549329228 - @ : COMCANTON.CEL L ES@wanadoo.fr
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.COULON

Office de Tourisme - rue gabriel Auchier - 79510 COULON
Phone : 0549359929 - fax 0549358431 - @ : ot@ville-coulon.fr

.LAROCHELLE

Office de Tourisme - Place de la Petite Sirene - 17000 LA ROCHELLE
Phone : 0546411468 - fax 0546419985 - @ : tourisme.larochelle@wandoo.fr
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